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The  dua l  space  SEE••DS  ce lebrates  i t ’s  f i r s t  year  wi th  a  four th  season,  wh ich  cont inues to  quest ion  i t s 
ro le  — that  of  a  new rea l i ty,  to  promote  and  market  des ign  in  l im i ted  ed i t ions.

Si tuated  amongst  the  p ic turesque  V ic tor ian  houses of  Kens ington,  SEE••DS  t reads the  path  of 
exper imenta l  des ign.  Opt ing  for  a  hybr id  nature  between  ga l le ry and  des ign  s tore,  SEE••DS  cont inues 
push ing  an  unconvent iona l  l anguage  in  i t s  sur round ings.

In  the  prev ious season,  Mar t ino  Gamper  W/Fr iends came together  f rom the  c reat ive  hub  of  East  London 
to  form an  ad  hoc  co l lec t ive  of  des igners ,  t r igger ing  on  the  wa l l s  of  SEE••DS  a  ser ies  of  ref lect ions and 
act ions sur round ing  the  themes of  des ign,  quest ion ing  ideas of  the  l im i ted  ed i t ion  and  authorsh ip.  Th is 
season,  SUPPORTS/SURFACES*  makes i t s  a rgument  through  a  des ign  system br ing ing  to  the  d isp lay 
window,  the  curated  commerc ia l  un iverse  of  SEE••DS.

French  des igner  F ranço is  Dumas was ent rusted  wi th  a  cont rovers ia l  and  dar ing  task:  in  the  context  of  a 
ga l le ry that  was c reated  to  make  space  for  a r t is t ’s  des igns (wh ich  under l ies  the  idea  of  a  cer ta in  c reat ive 
f reedom not  necessar i l y  l i nked  to  funct ion) ,  he  has  been  asked  to  car ry out  the  funct iona l  gesture  of 
c reat ing  an  exh ib i t ion  system that  wi l l  b r ing  the  wor ld  of  SEE••DS   to  the  outs ide,  powerfu l l y,  w i th  a 
d isp lay system that  is  equa l l y  se l l ab le.

Accept ing  the  cha l lenge,  F ranço is  p lays  the  ro le  of  a  humble  protagon is t,  des ign ing  an  exh ib i t ion 
nar rat ive  that  mixes the  need  to  exh ib i t ing  the  work  of  h is  co l leagues as  we l l  as  br ing ing  out  h is  own.
The  space  is  des igned  wi th  few mater ia l s  and  non-convent iona l  techn iques.  200 meters  of  ext ruded 
prof i l es  in  a lumin ium assume unprecedented  curves:  imposs ib le  to  ach ieve  by bend ing  the  bars 
mechan ica l l y,  the  evo lut ions of  h is  des igns a re  c reated  through  subt le  and  repeated  operat ions of 
subt ract ing  mater ia l ,  sma l l ,  de l i cate  cuts  that  become decorat ive  pat terns. 

Out  of  these  meta l  curves a r ise  pod iums,  suppor ts  of  var ious types ,  tab les ,  l ight ing  systems,  conso les , 
f raming  suppor ts  to  c reate  new and  bespoke  s tages for  each  of  the  objects.

For  Season  4,  the  Des ign  Store  ( •DS) ,  par t  of  SEE••DS  ventures  forwards f rom the  back  rooms and 
approaches the  window space,  accompan ied  by the  coherent  gesture  of  the  d isp lay,  i t  is  p ropagated 
throughout  the  ent i re  space.  The  •DS  objects  a re  chosen,  as  a lways ,  w i th  curat ion  that  does not  chase 
af ter  the  nove l ,  but  that,  more  than  ever,  looks for  a  qua l i ty  to  be  shown aga in,  under  a  new roof ,  ins ide 
new act ions of  d isp lay,  in  f ront  of  new gazes.

In  an  internat iona l  scene  that  is  exp lod ing  wi th  events  and  des ign  fa i r s ,  mov ing  so  fast  that  p ieces 
a re  l i ke ly  to  get  los t  in  the  shuff le,  SEE••DS  engages in  thought fu l  research  to  seek  out  d is t ingu ished 
p ieces in  recent  years ,  then  c reat ing  a  spec ia l  p la t form,  a  new t ime and  space  for  them to  be  d iscovered 
and  understood.

* Inc identa l l y,  the  t i t l e  Suppor t/Surfaces* ,  very su i tab le  to  th is  exh ib i t ion  comes f rom the  name of  a 
F rench  a r t  co l lec t ive  that  ex is ted  for  jus t  th ree  g lor ious years  between  the  60s and  70s,  enough to 
be  remembered  on ly intermi t tent ly  by c r i t i cs ,  hav ing  wr i t ten  an  impor tant  chapter  in  a r t  h is tory that 
generated  many others.

Season 4 features works by François Dumas,  Jochen Holz,  O l iv ier  Van Herpt,  Daphna Laurens,  Studio 
Furthermore,  OS∆OOS, Oeuff ice,  Giovanni  De Francesco,  Laet it ia  de Al legr i  + Matteo Fogale,  David Derksen, 
Studio Berg,  Apparatus,  Odd Matter,  Marlene Huissoud, Formafantasma, Sabine Marcel is ,  Duccio Maria 
Gambi,  Gugl ie lmo Polett i ,  Si lo  Studio,  Kueng Caputo and Dan Yeffet  - and is curated by Studio Vedèt.

SEE••DS  Season  4  was rea l ised  in  co l l aborat ion  wi th  A lp i  and  Casone.
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