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The tube  i s  a  s imp le  e lement,  but  one  of  g reat  ve rsat i l i t y.  Tak ing  into  cons iderat ion 
the  tube’s  many  uses,  Gug l ie lmo Po le t t i ’s  mos t  recent  pursu i t  i s  to  p lay  a round and 
a l te r  i t s  fo rms  unexpec ted ly,  to  c reate  a  new func t iona l i t y. 

S ince  h is  recent  “ thes is”  p ro jec t  (2016)  a t  E indhoven’s  des ign  academy,  the 
des igner  has  shown an  a lmos t  obsess ive  fasc inat ion  wi th  the  ideas  of  ba lance 
and  tens ion.  I n  a  p rev ious  co l l ec t ion  p resented  by  S E E DS,  h i s  g l ass  and  meta l 
ac robat ic s  gave  shape  to  the  p recar ious  ba lance  of  these  mate r ia l s  by  s tab i l i z ing 
them into  func t ion ing  as  a  bench  and  a  tab le:  h i s  new work  fo r  O perae  ins i s t s  upon 
th is  theme with  the  same effec t iveness .

For  the  PH M |  P iemonte  Hand Made projec t,  the  des igner  has  co l l aborated  with 
the  meta l  mas te rs  o f  the  h is to r i c  company,  B er rone  d i  Vo lve ra,  to  c reate  an 
unprecedented  objec t  that  revo lut ion izes  a  s tee l  tube’s  behav iour  th rough  a  s imp le 
offset  of  i t s  own sec t ions .

Exper iment ing  with  the  geometr i c  pur i t y  o f  the  c y l inder,  Po le t t i  has  come to  define 
the  deta i l  a round which  the  who le  work  has  taken  shape:  once  the  tube  i s  sec t ioned 
hor i zonta l l y  to  a  depth  equa l  to  i t s  d iameter,  a  s imp le  rotat ion  of  90°  i s  enough 
to  s tab i l i ze  the  p rofi le.  Th is  resu l t s  in  an  empt y ing  of  shapes  in  which  the  over l ap 
of  the  ve r t i ces  i s  min imised,  thus  g iv ing  r i se  to  a  new,  seeming ly  p recar ious  fo rm 
of  ba lance.

And,  jus t  so,  w i th  an  a lmos t  non-ex is tent  operat ion  — three  cuts,  one  s imp le 
rotat ion  and  four  we ld ing  po ints,  w i thout  any  add i t iona l  mate r ia l  o r  component 
— the  tube  has  become a  bench.  A  second ges ture,  tu rn ing  i t  over,  i s  enough to 
c reate,  r ight  nex t  to  the  bench,  an  integrated  s ide-tab le  whose  p lane  becomes  a 
s t ruc tura l  e l ement  that  ensures  the  s tab i l i t y  o f  the  p iece,  thanks  to  i t s  own we ight .

In  Cor ten  and  in  s tee l,  one  conce ived  fo r  the  ex te r io r,  the  other  fo r  the  inte r io r, 
Po le t t i ’s  t wo new p ieces  re ta in  the  s t range  e legance  that  d is t ingu ishes  h i s  p rev ious 
work:  the i r  charm l ies  in  the  conta ine r,  compressed  but  potent ia l l y  d i s rupt ive,  a 
fo rce  that  does  not  unfo ld  out  into  rea l i t y,  but  r a ther,  immediate l y  mani fes ts  i t se l f 
in  the  imag inat ion  of  those  who look  at  o r  use  h is  ob jec ts .

There  i s  an  a lmos t  tang ib le  tens ion  bet ween the  s imp l i c i t y  o f  the  l ines  and  the 
comp lex  revo lut ions  of  thought  and  ges tures  that  have  generated  them.
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